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The Backyard Farmhouse comes in four variations. This is the simplest and most 
economical. Like the other variations, June strives to be as short as possible— to 
fit within strict height limits, to reduce the amount of construction materials, and 
to minimize the amount of interior volume that must be heated and cooled. With 
the front porch on the smaller side, June fits quite well on a narrow strip of land. 
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The other variations have a cross gable at the front (here: the side) of the house. 
That makes them more compact but also more complicated to build. June has a 
simple roof in the middle. This gives significantly more headroom to the staircase 
and bathroom. The stairs are easier to build; and the bathroom has a flexible 
arrangement. June demonstrates how all the other variations can be simplified. 
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This variation of the Backyard Farmhouse has an open layout at the ground level. 
To simplify and economize, it also has a slab foundation and a small front porch. 
(1) The home fits well on tight urban lots since the porch is on the smaller side. 
(2) Walls provide backing for a movie screen, and block its view from the entry. 


Don't point a dart-like wall at the front door. Built-in cabinets can be added here. 
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(3) The utility room is below the stairs. The ceiling is about 6 feet high, so laundry 
units or an air handling unit can be placed here. (4) This coat closet could be a 
pantry instead. (5) Closets aren't necessary. Consider a wardrobe here instead. 
(6) Sliding glass doors aren't historical, but you have more design freedom at the 
informal rear of a house. (7) Landscape paving can come straight up to the door. 
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The upper floor in this version of the Backyard Farmhouse is similar to the others, 
but has more headroom (in the middle) because of the higher roof. That allows 
for a flexible bathroom layout and a simple staircase landing. (1) Even with the 
large dormer at the staircase, a chamfer might be necessary to maintain the 80” 
minimum headroom. If the dormer is smaller, winder stairs might be necessary. 
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(2) A stacked laundry unit can be at the landing, but it must be compact. If more 
than 27” deep, it may intrude into the path of travel. The alcove can be curtained. 
(3) This bathroom is more flexible than those in the other variations. To enlarge 
the vanity, put the toilet in front of the window. (4) The bed is more comfortable 
if pushed a foot away from the low wall. A perfect use for a bookcase headboard. 
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This variation of the Backyard Farmhouse looks much different than the others 
since the main entry is on the house’s small side. Also, the central cross gable is 
replaced by a simple roof. Though still iconic in form, similar houses were built 
most often between 1890 and 1930 in old American towns. (1) It's awkward to 
add a gutter to this roof eave since the downspout then has to go down a post. 
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(2) The slab foundation keeps the house as low as possible. (3) The eave line is 
“broken” by the dormer’s window. It's not ideal, but it works fine here. (4) Height 
limits are measured in many ways. Dormers are often allowed to go higher (just 
like a cupola or chimney). But this one is so large that it might not be considered 
a dormer. (5) The lower side windows improve daylighting, but may be omitted. 
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(1) It seems so simple. Yet modern builders have a penchant for messing up 
eaves. Don't allow them to make this into a “pork chop eave”. (2) The sliding 
glass door isn’t historical, but looks fine at the informal back end of a house. The 
grille (muntins) may be omitted, especially if there’s no funding for divided lites. 
(3) This roof helps to shade the glass doors and prevent rain from coming inside. 
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(5) The large rear dormer makes the staircase simpler, with a landing instead of 
winder stairs. It also gives headroom for a stacked laundry machine in the alcove. 
(6) To save costs, no windows are used on northern wall at the first floor. In hot 
climates, north-facing windows are good for cross breezes, but should be small. 
If you park a car on this side of the house, it would be out of view, as it should be. 
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(1) Unlike the other variations of the Backyard Farmhouse, this one has a higher 
ceiling at the bathroom, so you have multiple options for where to put the tub. 
(2) The attic space is large enough that it should have this attic hatch at the hall. 
(3) The large rear dormer is large enough to have a simple landing, instead of 
winder stairs. It still might need a chamfer for the 80” headroom requirement. 


=i 


a a | 


ft 


“ 
\i 


HN 


JUNE’'S BACKYARD FARMHOUSE 


TRANSVERSE SECTION 2 


JAY OSBORNE 


(4) The space around the movie screen would be ideal for shelving or cabinets. 
(5) With nearly 6 feet of headroom at the landing, the utility closet is small, but 
still could have laundry units. (6) A tile floor can be placed directly over the slab. 
(7) The concrete slab is inexpensive, yet a pier foundation can be just as cheap 
and more practical. With piers, a car (or three) could be parked under the house. 
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Since I’m starting to format these designs into a book, I've realized that | won't be 
able to include all the pages | give you. So I'll briefly annotate these extra pages 
in a stream-of-conscious kind of way. By placing four designs into a single book, 
I'm very conscious about avoiding redundancy and also not wasting page space. 
It also compels me to show designs that are suitably distinct from one another. 
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The first of my Backyard Farmhouse designs, which | put on Patreon in February, 
is so similar to other designs that | won't be finalizing it. The next design that | 
gave you, which I'll now call “April’s Backyard Farmhouse”, is a classic design that 
makes a good beginning to the book. “May” was the ornate design | just made. 
“June” is this one. And “Julie” is the one with the basement and bedroom suite. 
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Here’s another view | probably won't use in the book, because it’s so similar to 
the front perspective. It also shows the blank wall where it would make the most 
sense too park a car. A carport could be built as a lean-to against this blank wall. 
It can be 10x24 feet and look like the correct proportion for the house. If it's a 
foot or two lower in the ground, than it can be 12x24 feet and much easier to fit a 
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NORTHWEST VIEW 
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normal car inside. The bedroom window over the porch is about as small as a 
double hung window can be with today’s building code. The emergency egress 
requirements demand that the window opening be a certain size (without 
smashing it in—probably harder to do to modern windows than for old windows). 
This window must be at least a few inches above the roof. A few more for snow. 
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the book. There just isn’t enough real estate in the book. It's hard to convey the 
experience of the different spaces in a small house. Just like it’s hard to 
photograph the interior of a car or sailboat. Small spaces are not well 
represented in any single 2D view. So it's better to have more 3D views— even 
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| love these worm’s eye views, but | probably won't have space to add them into 


views that are somewhat disorienting, like these perspectives from below. Here, 
you can see the lowered ceiling where a beam would be placed, and any 
ductwork would be able to pass under the joists, where it might then turn and go 
to another end of the house. You might not need this lower section if you 
reorient the joists or use a heating/cooling system that does not need ductwork. 
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The model is already made, so shooting this view is easy. But since there’s not 
enough space in the book for these worm’s eye views, | wanted to give them to 
my Patreon supporters anyway. They show a perspective that's especially useful 
for understanding the experience of the upper level, with it's low, tent-like 
ceilings. The ceiling is nearly the minimum height as required by code, but it still 
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works quite well, just as it did in the past, and gives a sense of coziness, like 
having your own cave. Clad in wood, the ceiling is more warm and tactile, and 
less likely to get dented in the lower areas (as gypsum wallboard would be). This 
centered ceiling space is much higher than in the other designs, so it won't feel 
quite as cozy, but allows more flexibility in the bathroom, and is easier to build. 


Ze 


fama: 


And what should | say about the longitudinal section— the dollhouse section— JUNE'S BACKYARD FARMHOUSE to the kitchen. The sliding glass doors can open up the house even if some of 
which also might not be included in the book? It looks so much like the other the other living room windows are reduced in size or omitted altogether. The 
variations that the book would seem a bit redundant if | were to include this four L O N G S E C T | O N upstairs bathroom is very normal in its size and layout, unlike how it is in the 
times. It does show how the different rooms relate to another vertically. And this ——S— other design variations. This view also demonstrates how you can’t significantly 


one also shows the lower level as a rather open space, all the way from the entry JAY OSBORNE lengthen the house without also considering raising the downstairs ceiling. 
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This is perhaps the most important section of design, but it's found in every one 
of the house to a similar degree, and might be turned into a standard section 
detail that applies to all of the designs. It's important because it shows how 
compact the rooms upstairs are, as well as the typical wall and roof details. The 
roof details, by the way, might be incorporated as a series of options, because it 
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can be built in many ways. Shown here, a 2x8 structure is below a 4” layer. The 
2x8s would have batt insulation, and the 4” above it would have rigid insulation 
(and 2x4 rigging for the roof cantilever). With 2 layers of sheathing sandwiching 
the rigid insulation, it would be an impact-resistant, unvented assembly (building 
science is evolving). It can also be built cheaper as 2x12 joists and batt insulation. 


